
 

English Year 3 
ORACY 

PHYSICAL LINGUISTIC COGNITIVE SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL 
Natural use of body 
language and facial 
expressions. 
 
To speak fluently in front 
of an audience. 
 
Consider position and 
posture when addressing an 
audience. 
 
To use the appropriate 
tone of voice in the right 
context i.e., speaking 
calmly when resolving a 
playground issue. 
 
To confidently use agree, 
disagree linking to, 
building on and challenge 
hand gestures. 
 

To begin to use 
specialist vocabulary.  
 
To begin to vary sentence 
structure and length for 
effect when speaking. 
 
To use sentence stems 
i.e., to signal when 
building on or 
challenging other’s 
ideas. 
 
To carefully consider the 
words and phrases used to 
express their ideas and 
how this supports the 
purpose of talk. 

To reach a shared 
agreement in discussions. 
 
To confidently ask 
clarifying questions and 
begin to ask probing 
questions. 
 
To recognise when they 
haven’t understood 
something and ask a 
question to help with 
this. 
 
To build on other’s ideas 
in discussions. 
 
To make simple 
connections between what 
has been said and their 
own and others’ 
experiences.  
 
To structure extended 
presentational talk eg. 
Beginning, middle and 
end.  

To begin to engage in a 
conversation with an 
unfamiliar adult. 
 
To begin to organise some 
groups discussion without 
the support of an adult. 
 
To be aware of others who 
have not spoken and to 
invite them into 
discussion. 

SPOKEN LANGUAGE 
LISTENING: To listen carefully in a range of different contexts and usually respond appropriately to both adults and their peers. 

FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS: To follow instructions in a range of unfamiliar situations. To recognise when it is needed and ask for 

specific additional information to clarify instructions. 

QUESTIONING: To ask questions that relate to what has been heard or what was presented to them. To begin to offer support for 
their answers to questions with justifiable reasoning. 

 

DRAMA AND PERFORMANCE: To rehearse reading sentences and stories aloud, taking note of feedback from teachers and peers. To 
speak regularly in front of large and small audiences. To participate in role play tasks, showing an understanding of character 



 

by choosing appropriate words and phrases to indicate a person’s emotions. 
 

VOCABULARY BUILDING: To use vocabulary that is appropriate to the topic and/or the audience. To recognise powerful vocabulary in 
stories/ texts that they read or listen to and begin to try to use these words and phrases in their own talk. To discuss topics 
that are unfamiliar to their own direct experience. 

 

RANGE OF PURPOSE: To organise what they want to say so that it has a clear purpose. To begin to give descriptions, recounts and 
narrative retellings with added details to engage listeners. 

 

PARTICIPATION: To engage in discussions, making relevant points or asking relevant questions to show they have followed a 
conversation. To take account of the viewpoints of others when participating in discussions. 

English Year 3 
READING 

WORD READING COMPREHENSION 

Develop word reading skills in line with the statutory 
guidelines of the National Curriculum:  
 

 Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes 

and suffixes (etymology and morphology)  

 Read aloud and understand the meaning of new words 

they meet  

 Read further exception words, noting the unusual 

correspondences between spelling and sound, and where 

these occur in the word. 

Develop comprehension skills in line with the 
statutory guidelines of the National 
Curriculum: 

 

 Develop positive attitudes to reading 
and understanding of what they read. 

 Listen to and discuss a wide range of 
fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and 
reference books or textbooks. 

 Read books that are structured in 
different ways and read for a range of 
purposes. 

 Use dictionaries to check the meaning of 
words that they have read. 

 Increase their familiarity with a wide 
range of books, including fairy stories, 
myths and legends, and retell some of 
these orally. 

 Identify themes and conventions in a 
wide range of books. 

 Prepare poems and play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone, 
volume and action. 



 

 Discuss words and phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest and imagination. 

 Recognise some different forms of poetry 
e.g., free verse, narrative poetry. 

 Understand what they read in books they 
can read independently 

 Check that the text makes sense to them, 
discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in 
context. 

 Ask questions to improve their 
understanding of a text. 

 Draw inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions, and justify 
inferences with evidence. 

 Predict what might happen from details 
stated and implied. 

 Identify main ideas drawn from more than 
one paragraph and summarise them. 

 Identify how language, structure, and 
presentation contribute to meaning. 

 Retrieve and record information from 
non-fiction. 

 Participate in discussion about both 
books that are read to them and those 
they can read for themselves, taking 
turns and listening to what others say. 

English Year 3 
WRITING 

SPELLING VOCABULARY, GRAMMAR & PUNCTUATION 
Develop understanding of spelling rules in line 
with the statutory guidelines set out in English 
Appendix 1 of the National Curriculum  

 
 Use further prefixes and suffixes and 

understand how to add them  

 Spell further homophones 

Develop understanding of 
vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation in line with the 
statutory guidelines set out 
in English Appendix 2 of the 
National Curriculum: 
 
PUNCTUATION 

VERBS 
Use synonyms for verbs 
such as “said ” or “go ” 
to create more powerful 
verbs. 
Use irregular simple past-
tense verbs: awake – 
awoke; blow – blew 
Use the past perfect: 



 

 Spell words that are often misspelt 

 Place the possessive apostrophe accurately in 
words with regular plurals e.g., girls’, boys’ 
and in words with irregular plurals i.e., 
children’s 

 Use the first two or three letters of a word 
to check its spelling in a dictionary 

 Write from memory simple sentences, dictated 
by the teacher, that include words and 
punctuation taught so far. 

Place the spoken word between 
inverted commas. Start the 
sentence with a capital 
letter, place punctuation 
before closing the inverted 
commas.  
Use a comma after a fronted 
adverbial phrase, 
prepositional phrase or adverb 
ending in “-ly ”. 
Use and punctuate direct 
speech. 
SENTENCES 
Form compound sentences with 
co-ordinating conjunctions:  
and, but, or, so, for, nor, 
yet. 
Form complex sentences using 
subordinate conjunctions: 
until, although, even, if. 
To understand the difference 
between a phrase and a clause. 
NOUNS 
To know the difference between 
the subject and object with 
the personal pronoun. 
To know that pronouns, nouns 
and proper nouns can all be 
the subject of a sentence. 
Use possessive pronouns: my, 
your, his, hers, its, ours, 
theirs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ had ” + past participle 
i.e., I rushed to meet her 
but she had already gone. 
Use the present perfect: 
“ has/have ” + past 
participle i.e., She has 
gone to the shops.  
PREPOSITIONS 
Use the prepositions: next 
to, by the side of, in 
front of, during, though, 
throughout, because of. 
Express time, place and 
cause, using prepositions: 
before, after, during, in, 
because of. 
VOCABULARY 
Homophones and their 
meanings: bear – bare; 
pear – pair. 
Use exaggerated language:  
unbelievable, glorious, 
etc. 
Use specific/technical 
vocabulary to add detail: 
Siamese cats are a variety 
that can live to a great 
age. The species has many 
unusual features for a 
feline. 
COHESIVE DEVICES 
Use conjunctions to 
express time, place and 
cause: when, before, 
after, while, so, because 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English Year 3 
WRITING 



 

COMPOSITION  
Develop writing in line with the statutory 
requirements of the National Curriculum: 
 

 Plan their writing 

 Discuss writing similar to that which they are 
planning to write in order to understand and 
learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

 Discuss and record ideas 

 Draft and write 

 Compose and rehearse sentences orally (including 
dialogue), progressively building a varied and 
rich vocabulary and an increasing range of 
sentence structures  

 Organise paragraphs around a theme 

 In narratives, create settings, characters and 
plot 

 In non-narrative, use simple organisational 
devices e.g., headings and sub-headings 

 Evaluate and edit  

 Assess the effectiveness of their own and 
others’ writing and suggest improvements 

 Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency, including the accurate use 
of pronouns in sentences 

 Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

 Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the 
whole class, using appropriate intonation and 
controlling the tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear 

 

SENTENCE PROGRESSION: 

 Start a sentence with an adverb that describes 
how often: once, annually, daily, never 

 Write sentences using repetition for effect 
and persuasion  

 Start a sentence with a prepositional phrase: 
above, below, underneath 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 3 
HANDWRITING 

Autumn  

Week  Letter focus.  Single letters and pairs 



 

1 
Jumper Family – h, n, m, r 

2 

 Abracadabra Family – c, o, a, d 
3 
 Abracadabra and Squirter Family – s, q, e 
4 
 Window Cleaner Family – l, t, i, u 
5 
 Fisher Family – g, j, y, f 
6 

 Jumper Family – b, p 
7 
 Slider Family – v, w, x, z, k 
8 
 The straight line group – I, E, L, F, H, T 
9 
 The curved line group – C, O, S, G, Q 

10 
The lines with curves group – D, P, B, R, J, U 

11 
The sliding lines group – A, M, N, W, V, X, Z, Y 

 

Spring  

Week  Focus:  Writing words from each family 



 

1 
Jumper Family – h, n, m, r 

2 

 Abracadabra Family – c, o, a, d 
3 
 Abracadabra and Squirter Family – s, q, e 
4 
 Window Cleaner Family – l, t, i, u 
5 
 Fisher Family – g, j, y, f 
6 

 Jumper Family – b, p 
7 
 Slider Family – v, w, x, z, k 
8 
 The straight line group – I, E, L, F, H, T 
9 
 The curved line group – C, O, S, G, Q 

10 
The lines with curves group – D, P, B, R, J, U 

11 
The sliding lines group – A, M, N, W, V, X, Z, Y 

  



 

Summer  

Week  Focus:  Joining pairs from each family.  Pairs and words. 

1 
Jumper Family – h, n, m, r 

2 
 Abracadabra Family – c, o, a, d 
3 
 Abracadabra and Squirter Family – s, q, e 
4 
 Window Cleaner Family – l, t, i, u 
5 

 Fisher Family – g, j, y, f 
6 
 Jumper Family – b, p 
7 
 Slider Family – v, w, x, z, k 
8 
 The straight line group – I, E, L, F, H, T 
9 

 The curved line group – C, O, S, G, Q 
10 

The lines with curves group – D, P, B, R, J, U 
11 

The sliding lines group – A, M, N, W, V, X, Z, Y 
 



 

 

  


